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STUDENT COMMENTS 
 

Spring 2007 RHE 309K “The Rhetoric of Courtship” 
 
The instructor was very knowledgeable of the topics and helped the students to understand. I liked that 
the class was instructed in a way that promoted thought and argumentation. The class was very open 
and enjoyable. 

I thought that this class was very interesting and not only did the professor seem to know and enjoy 
the topic, but he kept the class entertained on a daily basis. He had a very straight-forward, down-to-
earth attitude about the material and was always more than willing to discuss any and every 
approach/opinion concerning the discussion. Overall, this was a really great course that thoroughly 
improved my skills as a writer. 

This class was very interesting. It was not what I expected at all, & I enjoyed it a lot. I will 
recommend RHE of courtship to all of my friends. I felt comfortable talking about things I had never 
thought about in depth. 

Fall 2007 E 318 L “Poetic Narrative in Verse and Prose” 

Terrific course taught by a very passionate instructor. Not only broke writers block I had been 
experiencing, but opened up and solidified my ability to tell strong narrative through 
poems/prose/lyrics. I feel all aspects of my creative writing have improved by this course. 

Dale, This is one of the best classes I’ve taken at UT. You are truly talented as a teacher and you 
educate students in a way that makes them feel equal, empowered and open to challenging their limits 
& boundaries as writers. The course is also versatile and would be beneficial even if taken multiple 
times. Thank you for the experience. 

I really enjoyed this class. Dale went out of his way to make this class relevant to what I do and what I 
want to do in the future. I will miss it. 

While maintaining an air of friendly informality, Dale Smith communicated well and made my ideas 
feel welcome. He is a very good and open instructor. 

Spring 2008 E 318L “Poetic Narrative in Verse and Prose” 

Dale was excellent. I’m so happy I took his class. My knowledge & desire to write poetry has 
increased immensely due to Dale’s positive attitude on the subject. I love how he also shared 
information on the community and how to be involved. Also a great facilitator of group discussion. 

I feel I have learned quite a lot about poetry in a very short amount of time. Professor Smith was very 
accessible outside of class and gave me great feedback on my writing, as well as suggestions on poets I 
might like, etc. Overall, a very good experience—thank you! 

Cool way of communicating his thoughts/ideas. Really showed the many different ways you can look, 
analyze, and read a poem / or anything w/ words for that matter. 
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Summer 2008 RHE 309K “Rhetoric of Courtship” 

Smith cares more about his students’ progress than any other teacher I’ve had since coming to UT. He 
had mandatory student/teacher conferences and provided very detailed comments on all of our work. 
He cares a lot about the material and put a lot of effort into the course. Great prof. 

This class was a fun, interesting way to learn writing. Great topics & comments/suggestions. Very 
helpful and well rounded. 

Very personable—refreshing to find a prof who teaches a class with such an open attitude…. Good 
subject as well. 

This was an excellent course! 

Your attitude and personality were greatly appreciated. 

Fall 2008 RHE 310 “Intermediate Prose Style” 

Great class. Dale had a perfect system of drafting and revision. He was extremely helpful during 
office hours. I liked how he pushed the class to read contemporary work.  

Really enjoyed this course. Overall, I felt that he increased my awareness of style and clarity. 

I really like the focus on writing styles and how to write to a particular audience. He was a very good 
and entertaining professor and I greatly enjoyed the class. 

It was a great course. The comments on the written assignments were the most intricate I have ever 
gotten on written assignments. Dale was always available to email and the answered quickly. The 
writing assignments were fun and relevant to potential writing positions in the workforce. I learned a 
lot about style and clarity. It was awesome! 

The thoughtfully written out comments on our papers were awesome in the regard that it gave me 
something substantial to look at while reading and rewriting my papers. I felt like this course was of 
great help to me as a writer in understanding what my flaws were and with Dale’s help how to correct 
them. Definitely a great professor whom I would take any semester! 

I really liked this class. You were an amazing teacher and I think what I learned will be very useful for 
the future. Some professors seem like they don’t really like what they are teaching, but you seemed 
genuinely interested, which made the class fun! 

Viewing your own work on the overhead was stressful but very helpful. I really enjoyed the broad 
range of things we wrote on—books, movies, politics, social issues, etc. Your written comments were 
much appreciated. I like analyzing then emulating the style of professional writers. 

Fall 2009 RHE 306 “First-Year Writing” 

He’s a very good teacher who has taught me that writing is a process. 

I liked you as an instructor. You give good feedback and constructive criticism. It’s easy to express 
my opinion/voice ideas. It was helpful that most of the class days connected to what we were writing 
about and gave me ideas for my paper. 
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You seem like a laid back teacher and not strict in class but strict on our grades. I liked this because I 
know you take this class seriously. 

I think your system of the procedure from rough draft to final essay is really good. It teaches us to 
revise and revise some more, which at least for me has helped me a lot in writing. The peer 
evaluations are a great idea because it gives us a different view. I also appreciate your comments when 
we received our paper back. 

The fact that you have patience with the students is a big plus because it was easier to concentrate and 
pay attention. Also, I was able to feel more secure. 

You do a good job teaching. You explain assignments well and help us make our paper better by the 
comments you give. I would say my writing has improved a lot since the beginning of the semester, 
but I know I have more improvement to do. 

Spring 2010 RHE 306 “First-Year Writing” 

Professor Smith was nice and the class was enjoyable. He made rhetoric interesting by creating 
various activities. He seemed to actually care about the students’ works and progress. Overall great 
professor. 

This course helped me realize that I enjoy writing. 

I really enjoyed how you taught the class. It allowed me to laugh as well as learn. I became a much 
better writer. 

I like the fact that we have 2 opportunities to revise papers. 

You know our names, you ask about how we are, and you can relate to us. 

Making things interesting in the class was very good. It never was the same. We were always doing or 
viewing different things. This kept me interested in the class. 

Summer 2010 RHE 306 “First-Year Writing” 

Thank you for an interesting and fun semester of writing. The research and summaries definitely 
helped me hone my skills for other fields and when I am looking for information on the Internet and 
elsewhere. The writing portion of the course helped me examine my own weaknesses and strengths 
and hopefully will help me in writing reports and papers. 

 

 

 


