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Assignment 1: Rhetorical Analysis: Personal Ads 
 
 GOAL:  
 

• to read closely and critically 
• to consider a primary text within a broader context of contemporary social concerns 
• to understand debates in sexuality and ethics in relationships 
• to identify rhetorical appeals and their persuasiveness 
• to note contrasts between rhetorical situations 
• to consider the impact of religion and secular arguments for love 
• to discuss diverse relationships that are revealed by language in contemporary cultural 

situations 
  

Read several recent Austin Chronicle or Craigslist.org personal ads. Identify the rhetorical 
patterns people use to persuade others. Focus half of your paper on how women appeal to men 
(w4m). The second portion should look at how men appeal to women (m4w). You may, however, 
focus instead on same sex persuasive appeals if you prefer in addition to a w4m or m4w.    
 
As a form of contemporary courtship, describe the rhetorical situation in which participants work 
to appeal to others for potential love and/or sexual gratification. You will need to familiarize 
yourself with the rhetorical conventions of the genre by reading an extensive selection of 
material. You will then need to select one representative ad from the categories above. Describe 
the ad and quote generously from it. Then analyze its modes of appeal and discuss how these 
individuals attempt to attract attention. Are the ads persuasive or not? Describe in detail why they 
are or not for the target audience. Much of your analysis will be based on reasonable assumptions 
about the writer and their audience.  
 
While preparing this paper, think about what’s at stake for participants in these courtship 
communities. What, specifically, makes certain ads more successful than others?  
 
Remember: 
 
An argument sets out the author's position with claims and reasons. Warrants underwrite those 
claims, and evidence should support them. In thinking about how to address the rhetorical 
situation, you should consider: what those claims argue, how effectively they are supported, how 
appropriate are the kinds of appeals, and how these claims or appeals might connect with a 
particular audience. 

Statement of Argument: Due 6/11  counts toward participation grade 
Peer Review:   Due 6/12  counts toward participation grade 
First Submission:  Due 6/13  20% of final grade 
Second Submission:  Due 6/20  20% of final grade 
 
Grading Criteria: On this paper, as with all your papers, my grades will emphasize your thesis, 
organization, reasoning, and presentation. For more on these criteria, see the policy statement. 
 


