
Proposed Graduate Course: From Public Space to Empire 
 
Debates over the nature of public space and civil society inform rhetorical methods of 
production and hermeneutics. This course therefore considers how the rhetorical term 
Kairos—the opportune moment—can lead us to better understand options of social 
engagement when Habermas’s claims for rational-critical debate fail to produce 
consensus. By looking at theoretical descriptions of contemporary civic life we will 
consider activist strategies of protest and political dissent in a number of print, digital, 
and performance formats. A final component of the course will also address strategies in 
composition pedagogy that enable teachers and students to reflect on their identities 
within public boundaries and academic disciplines. 
 
Course Goals: 

• Develop skills to analyze and synthesize scholarly arguments 
• Understand the theoretical underpinnings of contemporary debates in rhetorical 

theory and composition studies 
• Complete a draft of a publication or conference presentation 
• Experiment with a pedagogical approach for new media writing 

 
Required Texts: 
Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere, Jürgen Habermas 
Publics and Counterpublics, Michael Warner 
Empire, Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri 
Tactical Media, Rita Raley 
Blog Theory, Jodi Dean 
Disciplinary Identities: Steven Mailloux 
 
Other texts by Foucault, Deleuze, Crosswhite, Crowley, and more will be included in a 
course reader, along with examples of civic engagement and activism from the Vietnam 
War to the current War on Terror. 
 
Course Work 
You will be evaluated on the following work: 
 
1) You will lead a forum discussion once during the semester. This will involve writing 
an initial post, posing questions to the group, facilitating discussion, and beginning that 
week's class with a one-page recap of the discussion. Your one-page recap will be 
distributed to the class. 
 
2) One of two options: 
 

• Academic Conference Paper: You will write a conference paper (no more than 
2,000 words, double-spaced) with a particular conference in mind. 

 



• Book Review: You will review a book based on your research that relates to the 
concerns of the course, and identify a journal for this review (no more than 2,000 
words, double-spaced). 

 
3) Seminar paper: Write a journal-length article based on some aspect of the class and its 
concern for your own academic work. You may focus on an example of activist 
engagement, framing this within any of the theoretical works read over the semester; or 
you may engage the theoretical work more directly, associating it with composition 
pedagogy. 
 
4) Class Participation 
 
Each day you will prepare and hand in "talking points" (no more than 1 page) for the 
day's readings, and you will be expected to participate in class discussions. 


