
Course Title: E398T Supervised Teaching in English 
Instructors: Mark Longaker, Dale Smith, Todd Battistelli 
Meeting Time and Place: Parlin 6, Tues-Thurs. 3:30-5pm 
Office Hours: T 12-3:30 and Th 12-3:30 
Office Location: Parlin 12 
Email: longaker@mail.utexas.edu 
Course Website: www.cwrl.utexas.edu/398t 
 
Course Description: 
 
E 398T is a course in writing theory and pedagogy developed specifically for new 
instructors of RHE 306. It begins with a three-hour orientation in April and a three-day 
workshop in August before classes start and follows with a semester-long colloquium. 
During the workshop, instructors will develop general course plans for the semester and 
detailed plans for the opening weeks of class, all in the context of larger discussions 
about rhetorical principles and pedagogical practices. The bi-weekly colloquium will 
serve as a forum for the discussion both of assigned landmark essays in rhetorical theory, 
writing theory, and critical pedagogy, and of practical classroom matters (giving 
feedback on papers, running successful in-class discussions, teaching research and 
documentation, using class listservs and blogs, etc.). Late in the semester, instructors will 
draw on their RHE 306 classroom experience and their colloquium participation to design 
a RHE 309K or 309S course proposal and to compose a statement of their teaching 
philosophy for their professional dossier. 
 
 
Course Policies: 
 
Required reading will either be distributed electronically (by PDF) with one exception:  
During the middle of the semester, the entire class will read James Crosswhite’s Rhetoric 
of Reason: Writing and the Attractions of Argument (U. of Wisconsin P, 1996), which 
each student will acquire in whatever format seems most appropriate. 
 
Attendance and satisfactory performance in the August Workshop and Tuesday/Thursday 
colloquium are required to pass the course and conditions of employment. 
 
 
Assignments: 
 
In addition to teaching RHE 306 (a task that will require you to design and to practice a 
variety of pedagogical resources), you will also be required to post weekly to a forum 
about what you’ve done in your individual RHE 306 classes.  The forum itself, along 
with instructions about how to post, can be found on the E398T website. 
 
 Towards the end of the semester, you will develop your own lower-division writing class 
(RHE 309K), and you will write a proposal, presenting the course and arguing for its 
merit. We will break the process of developing an RHE 309K syllabus into 5 stages, each 



with a writing assignment designed to help you think about the course, its assignment 
sequence, and its schedule.  Each of these documents will be posted to a wiki, and each of 
you will be responsible for reading and commenting on one other AI’s contribution every 
week. 
 

(1) Statement of Course Goals  (500 words or less) Of course, the DRW has a set of 
goals that every lower-division course must meet.  We discussed these during 
orientation, but in case you don’t remember, each lower-division writing course 
should teach students: * flexible writing skills (skills that they can apply 
throughout and beyond their college careers); * general research skills; * critical 
skills, such as synthesis, analysis, evaluation, differentiation.  But you may have 
some goals that you would like to add to the above.  Or, you may have a 
particular spin on these goals.  Perhaps, for instance, you want to teach flexible 
skills to help students communicate in a variety of media.  Maybe you’d like to 
teach students to analyze important intellectual trends (such as feminism) or 
political controversies (such the role of religion in public discourse).  You may, 
on the other hand, want to teach students to synthesize genres or media in their 
own argumentative efforts.  In your statement of goals, give us a proposed course 
title, and explain what you want to accomplish in this course.  Furthermore, tell us 
how your aspirations fit within the broader set of goals set by the department.   

(2) Explanation of course content (including texts that everyone will have to 
engage as well as texts that students will have to find on their own) (500 
words or less)  Your selection of course content should advance your efforts to 
impart a canon of information; so, if one of your course goals is to teach students 
about the role of religion in political discourse, you should some religious as well 
as some openly political texts.  But you should also remember that your course 
content must advance the writing/research/critical-thinking goals of the course.  In 
this document, tell us what you would like students to read (or watch, browse, 
etc.) together and what you’d like them to research independently.  Also, explain 
how this content will further your efforts to teach them a certain body of 
knowledge as well as a set of skills. 

(3) Description of major short and long writing assignments (no minimum or 
maximum length)  Provide us with an assignment sequence.  Then, write 
assignment descriptions that you would like to hand out to your students, 
explanations of what they must accomplish and why this work is relevant to your 
section of RHE 309K.  Each assignment description should offer: an explanation 
of what the final product will look like; some reflections on how to approach the 
task (e.g. questions to guide students, or descriptions of tasks that will be 
completed in class); an explanation of how this writing assignment fits into the 
larger scope of the course; an explanation of how this writing project relates to the 
previous or the next assignments in the writing sequence.  

(4) Explanation of your method of assessment, including a breakdown of how 
grades will be allotted and how individual assignments will contribute to the 
final grade for the course  (500 words or less)  Using the terminology that we’ve 
offered in E398T (contract, portfolio, rubric, holistic) explain how you will 
evaluate students’ work.  Give as much detail as is necessary.  For instance, if you 



plan to allot individual grades to the particular assignments, tell us how much 
each assignment will be weighted in relation to the rest.  If you have a category 
for “participation,” explain how you will assess a student’s participation.  Finally, 
tell  us how this method of assessment contributes to the goals articulated in your 
earlier document. 

(5) Course schedule including major due dates; due dates for assignments that 
contribute to the writing process, e.g. peer review, feedback on other 
students’ work; and reading assignments  A day-by-day breakdown is not 
necessary nor even possible at this point (since you don’t know what days you’ll 
be teaching. But a week-by-week breakdown is possible and will prepare you to 
fashion a day-by-day breakdown later. 



 

 

E 398T Syllabus Tuesday-Thursday Schedule 
Date Due Dates 
TH 8/26  Assessment of Research Summaries. 

T 8/31 Practice Day 
TH 9/2 Theory Day 

Principle: Assessment should be integrated into teaching and 
course design 
Read: White, Edward M. "The Scoring of Writing Portfolios: Phase 
2." College Composition and Communication 56:4 (June 2005): 581-
600. 

T 9/7 Practice Day 
TH 9/9 Theory Day  

Principle: Grammar and style are social markers and rhetorical 
tools, not moral mandates (or, no red pens allowed) 
Presenter: Michelle Ostrow and Company (30 min) 
Read: Hartwell, Patrick. “Grammar, Grammars, and the Teaching of 
Grammar.” College English 47.2 (1985): 105-127 

T 9/14 Practice Day 

TH 9/16 Theory Day 
Principle: Writing is a process 
Read: Flower, Linda, and John R. Hayes.  "A Cognitive Process 
Theory of Writing."  College Composition and Communication.  32:4 
(December 1981): 365-87. 

T 9/21 Practice Day 
Presenter: Jeff Walker on rhetorical analysis (45 minutes) 

TH 9/23 Theory Day 
Principle: Content should help to teach skills 
Read: Lindemann, Erika. “Freshman Composition: No Place for 
Literature.” College English 55. 3 (1993): 311-316. 

T 9/28 Practice Day 
Presenter: John Ruszkiewicz on visual rhetoric (45 minutes) 

TH 9/30 Theory Day 
Principle: Rhetoric is concerned with public discourse 
Read: Lazere, Donald. “Teaching the Political Conflicts: A 
Rhetorical Schema.” College Composition and Communication 43. 2 
(1992): 194-213. 

  



 

 

T 10/5 Practice Day 

TH 10/7 Theory Day 
Principle: “Good” argumentation is better than “effective” 
argumentation 
Read: James Crosswhite’s Rhetoric of Reason: Writing and the 
Attractions of Argument (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1996): Part 1, pp. 1-50. 

T 10/12 Practice Day 

TH 10/14 Theory Day 
Principle: Argumentative acts (claiming and questioning) are 
social acts  
Read: James Crosswhite’s Rhetoric of Reason: Writing and the 
Attractions of Argument (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1996): Chapters 2-3, pp. 84-135. 

T 10/19 Practice Day 

TH 10/21 Theory Day 
Principle: Argument doesn’t happen on Hannity and Colmes 
Presenter: Patricia Roberts-Miller on responsible refutation (45 
minutes) 
Read: James Crosswhite’s Rhetoric of Reason: Writing and the 
Attractions of Argument (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1996): Chapter 4, pp. 102-134 

T 10/26 Practice Day 

TH 10/28 Theory Day 
Principle: “Audience” refers to ideals (“rational” judges) and reals 
(focus groups) 
Read: Read: James Crosswhite’s Rhetoric of Reason: Writing and the 
Attractions of Argument (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1996): Chapters 5-6, pp. 135-187. 
 

T 11/2 Practice Day 
  



 

 

TH 11/4 Theory Day 
Principle: Rhetoric is about education as much as it is about 
argumentation 
Read: Read: James Crosswhite’s Rhetoric of Reason: Writing and the 
Attractions of Argument (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1996): pp. 251-302. 

T 11/9 Practice Day 

TH 11/11 Write: Statement of Course Goals (post this to wiki by Wednesday 
5pm) 

T 11/16 Write: Explanation of Course Content (post to wiki by Monday, 
5pm) 

TH 11/18 Write: Description of Major Short and Long Writing Assignments 
(post to wiki by Wednesday 5pm) 

T 11/23 Write: Explanation of Assessment Method (post to wiki by 
Wednesday 5pm) 

TH 11/25 No Class – Thanksgiving 
T 11/30 Write: Course Schedule (post to wiki by Monday 5pm) 

TH 12/2 Review format for submitting RHE 309K proposals 
  


